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Such simple and clear presentation of basic medical truths is 
bound to bear its fruit in hastening the advent of a state of general 
enlightenment. 

The author’s discussion of disease in its general aspects is good. 
His more more specific teachings as regards the bacteria, infec¬ 
tions, carriers, immunity, chronic disorders, heredity, and eugenics 
are to the point. 

The aim of the book is clear, and is well expressed in the author’s 
words, “No measures of preventive medicine are successful which 
are not supported by a public educated to appreciate their impor¬ 
tance.” A. A. H. 


A Manual of Operative Surgery, with Surgical Anatomy 
and Surface Markings. By Duncan C. L. Fitzwilliams, 
Lecturer on Clinical Surgery and Joint Lecturer on Operative 
Surgery, St. Mary’s Hospital Medical School. Pp. 446; 284 
illustrations. New York: William Wood & Company, 1914. 

This is a text-book for the “apprentice” and “journeyman 
craftsman of our profession,” and is not intended for a “master 
of the art” of surgery. With this main purpose of the author in 
mind the reader will find it a well-constructed book of a useful 
kind. It will be most useful to the undergraduate student, but 
the surgeon, particularly the younger surgeon, will find it ser¬ 
viceable. It has the compactness to be expected from the author’s 
long service in preparing for examinations. There are few refer¬ 
ences, quotations, or repetitions, but there is the marked preference 
for English operations that one would look for from an English 
author. There is no reference to the Larrey amputation of the 
shoulder, a brief reference to Wyeth’s pins, but no mention of the 
method of amputation of the hip necessary to make them service¬ 
able. The references to surgical anatomy are appropriate, the 
discussion of strangulated hernia particularly good, of necessity, 
less formal , than of most operations, but very practical. There is 
need of a similar discussion of the conservative surgery of the 
hand and the relative value of the various amputations of the 
foot. On the whole the book fulfils well the purpose for which it 
was intended. T. T. T. 


Maternity Primer. By A. H. F. Barbour, M.D., LL.D., 
Physician to the Edinburgh Maternity Hospital. Pp. 165; 67 
illustrations. New York: William Wood & Co. 

This book is a set of notes for the use of nurses commencing 
their maternity training. Pregnancy, labor, and the puerperium 
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are pictured as a normal sequence. Placenta praevia receives 
especial attention, and the responsibility as well as the limitations 
of the nurse in such cases are emphasized. The proper treatments 
in this and other emergencies are clearly given. Sepsis is also 
closely studied, and is presented as a preventable condition. 

A. A. H. 


Artificial Parthenogenesis and Fertilization. By Jacques 
Loeb, of the Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research. Trans¬ 
lated from the German by W. O. R. King and supplemented 
and revised by the author. Pp. 322; 87 illustrations. Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press. 

In this work of Dr. Loeb’s is found a resume of his well-known 
results upon artificial parthenogenesis together with some new 
material not hitherto published. Through chemical and physical 
agencies he endeavors to produce the effects of the sperm upon 
the egg and by this means to arrive at an understanding of that 
phase of fertilization concerned in inaugurating development. 
He comes to the conclusion that the formation of a membrane by 
the egg is the primary cause of its development, and that there 
is then necessary some agent to stop this process from continuing 
too far. Membrane formation may be accomplished by the action 
of any cytolysing agent. The cytolysis must be stopped when 
only the surface of the egg is involved, and this is accomplished 
through the action of hypertonic sea water. Accelerated oxyda- 
tion follows the superficial cytolysis and this results in cell division. 
As an explanation of such action Loeb offers the suggestion that 
the surface of the egg is an emulsion, and that cytolytic agents 
destroy its stability. Eggs vary in the degree of this stability 
and some easily exhibit artificial parthenogenesis. Regarding 
normal fertilization the conclusion is that the sperm, aside from 
its action in heredity, has the double function of bringing into 
the egg a cytolysing agent to start membrane formation and a 
second to stop the action of the first when this has been accom¬ 
plished. There are 32 chapters in the book and a general analysis 
of artificial parthenogenesis and related subjects in various animals 
is given. Me. C. 



